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Foreword 


This  Pictorial  History  of  Reidsville,  was  undertaken  as  a  special  project  of 
The  Reidsville  Review.  Our  primary  purpose  was  to  preserve  old  photographs 
that  might  otherwise  have  been  lost. 

Members  of  our  staff  examined  hundreds  of  photographs  for  consideration, 
from  these  a  selection  was  made,  that  represented  our  rich  heritage.  Captions 
were  written  from  information  supplied  by  the  owners  of  the  photographs. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  ensure  accuracy.  However  we  know  because  of  the 
passage  of  time  and  sheer  number  of  photos  handled,  errors  will  occur.  We 
apologize  in  advance  for  any  such  errors. 

We  thank  the  readers  who  loaned  us  their  personal  photographs  for  this 
collection.  Our  readers  and  neighbors  have  made  it  possible  for  us  to  share  with 
you,  "REIDSVILLE  REVISITED"  A  Pictorial  History  of  Reidsville,  North 
Carolina. 


REIDSVILLE  REVISITED 

A  Pictorial  History 
1993 


Compiled  by:  Mike  DeLapp 
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This  structure  was  one  of  the  first 
tobacco  plants  in  Reidsville.  (Courtesy 
Lee  Richardson) 

This  block  of  buildings,  located  on 
Northwest  Market  Street,  burned  in 
1887.  American  Tobacco  now  owns  the 
property.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  Piedmont  Warehouse,  built 
in  the  1870s,  was  the  first 
warehouse  in  the  area.  (Courtesy 


Bob  Carter) 


lis?" 


The  Piedmont  Warehouse  is 
located  on  the  right  in  this  1883 
photograph.  The  second  story  of 
the  building  on  the  left  was  the 
home  of  the  Ellington's  Opera 
House.  ( Courtesy  RCC  Historical 
Collection  Room) 


Piedmont  House,  the  lodging 
place  for  a  number  of  people,  was 
located  on  Northwest  Market 
Street.  It  was  part  of  a  block  of 
buildings  that  burned  in  1887. 

( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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This  home,  photographed  around 
1883,  was  owned  by  Reuben 
Reid,  father  of  Governor  Reid.  It 
was  built  on  Main  Street  where 
William  C.  Stokes'  office  is  now 
located,  but  was  later  moved  to 
Lindsey  Street.  (Courtesy  RCC 
Historical  Collection) 


This  log  tobacco  barn,  located  on 
the  Wray  Carter  farm,  burned 
wood  to  provide  heat  for  curing 
tobacco.  Wood  from  the  pile  on 
the  left  was  burned  in  rock  flues 
in  the  front  of  the  barn.  A  worker 
had  to  stay  in  attendance  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day  to  keep  the  fire 
going.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  old  Reidsville  Seminary  was 
located  on  the  south  side  of 
Lawsonville  Avenue.  The 
seminary  served  as  an 
educational  facility  in  the  early 
1900s.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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These  men  were  photographed  in 
a  Reidsville  saloon,  circa  1885. 
They  are,  left  to  right,  Ike  Sharp, 
Gillie  (the  saloon  owner),  Charlie 
Thomas  (with  dog),  Babe  Hooper 
(bartender),  and  Bob  Parrish. 
(Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 


The  forty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Reidsville 
was  celebrated  in  1889.  (Courtesy 
Rockingham  Community  College 
Historical  Room) 


Center  Right:  Sprinkle's  Bar, 
located  at  the  corner  of  Gilmer 
and  Southwest  Market  Streets, 
was  the  first  saloon  in  Reidsville. 
These  customers  are,  left  to 
right,  Tom  Grogan,  Albert 
Fitzgerald,  Weldon  Roscoe 
(sheriff),  and  Charlie  Thomas. 
(Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 


Tobacco  wagons,  unloaded  and 
parked  on  Gilmer  Street  facing 
west,  were  a  common  sight  in 
1905.  Note  the  tower  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  visible  in 
the  background.  (Courtesy  Bob 

Carter) 
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This  neighborhood  wood- 
chopping  took  place  in  the  early 
1900s  on  Flat  Rock  Road.  Note 
the  wood  malls  being  used  to 
drive  the  wedges.  (Courtesy  Bob 
Carter) 


TheReverendD.  I.Craig,D.D.,became 
pastor  ofthe  FirstPresbyterian  Church 
in  Reidsville  in  1879,  when  Reidsville 
was  just  a  small  settlement.  Many 
times  in  the  late  1800s  he  was  the  only 
minister  in  town,  serving  people  of  all 
faiths  when  called  upon  for  weddings 
and  funerals.  Rev.  Craig  served  the 
church  forforty-threeyears.  (Courtesy 
David  I.  Craig) 

Center  Left:  North  Carolina 
Governor  Aycock  is  riding  in  this 
surrey  with  Sam  Penn,  circa 
1902.  They  were  photographed  in 
front  of  the  Alice  Williams  house 
on  Southeast  Market  Street. 
( Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 


This  gentleman  posed  in  the 
early  1900s  in  front  of  a 
Northeast  Market  Street 
advertisement.  (Courtesy  L.  M. 
Sharpe) 
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Alvis  Lee  Harris,  in  the  early 
1900s,  shows  his  horse,  Rawly 
Agee.  Mr.  Harris  was  the  father 
of  Tempie  Harris  Prince. 
(Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


Miniatures  such  as  this  1894 
photograph  of  J.  O.  Sharpe  could 
be  purchased  twelve  for  twenty- 
five  cents.  Shown  actual  size. 
( Courtesy  Mrs.  Sharpe) 

Will  Laster,  the  boy  in  this  photo, 
riding  in  a  car  driven  by  his 
father  in  the  early  1900s.  In  the 
1940s,  Will  owned  a  bicycle  shop 
located  on  Southwest  Market 
Street,  near  today's  Aldridge  TV. 

(Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 


The  Link  family,  in  their  Ford, 
descend  Dalton  Hill  near 
Asheville.  (Courtesy  B.  J. 

Benson) 
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Engine  1209  derailed  along  Southeast  Market  Street, 
circa  1907.  The  derailment  occurred  in  front  of  Edgar 
Doggett's,  where  Big  Bill  Bottling  Company  is  located 
today.  ( Courtesy  Von  Neal) 


Lemuel  Green  (Lynn)  Joyce  was  chief  of  police  of 
Reidsville  from  1907  to  1914.  He  was  born  April  26, 
1873,  in  Henry  County,  Virginia,  and  came  to 
Reidsville  in  1898.  (Courtesy  Charlotte  "Billie" 
Joyce  Whitaker) 
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This  1902  parade  marched  past 
the  corner  of  Scales  and  Gilmer 
streets.  The  corner  building  is 
now  site  of  N.C.  Gas  Company 
(Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 


The  Reidsville  Concert  Band 
posed  in  uniform  for  this  early 
1900s  photograph.  (Courtesy  Bob 
Carter) 


The  Reidsville  National  Guard 
Band  in  the  early  1900s. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  Reidsville  Black  School 
students  in  the  early  1900s. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


These  students  were  grouped 
before  the  Mizpah  School  around 
1900.  This  log  building  was 
probably  one  of  the  original 
common  schools  constructed 


before  the  Civil  War.  ( Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


.  ... 


The  Reidsville  School  was  built 
in  1901  on  Franklin  Street.  It 
was  razed  in  1935  and  Franklin 
Street  School  was  built  in  its 
place.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical 
Collection) 
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The  J.  H.  Burton  Leaf  Tobacco 

The  F.  R.  Penn  Tobacco  Company  as  it  appeared  in  the  early  1900s.  It  Company  storage  house  located  at 
was  later  sold  and  became  part  of  the  American  Tobacco  Company,  the  corner  of  Scales  and  Settle 
(Courtesy  Bob  Carter)  streets  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


R.  P.  Richardson's  Old  North  State  Smoking  Tobacco  Factory  as  it  appeared  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  The 
building  was  located  on  the  corner  ofMorehead  and  Market  streets  and  burned  in  1917.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  Wentworth  Courthouse  was  Townspeople  often  gathered  in  the  Reidsville  Post  Office,  located  at  the 

built  in  1824,  remodeled  in  1881,  corner  of  Morehead  and  Scales  streets,  in  the  early  1900s.  The  building 

and  burned  in  October  1906.  later  served  as  the  Reidsville  Public  Library  until  it  was  razed  and  the 

(Courtesy  Bob  Carter)  current  library  was  built.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Room) 


r 


The  Reidsville  Post  Office  as  it  appeared  in  1909,  at  the  corner  of  Morehead  and  Scales  streets.  Note  the 
Confederate  monument  is  not  pictured.  It  was  not  placed  until  1910.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Collection) 
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In  the  early  1900s,  J.  T.  Smith's 
store  was  on  South  Scales  Street, 
near  today's  location  of  Link 
Bros.  Pharmacy.  The  young  man 
with  the  bicycle  is  unidentified, 
but  the  others,  left  to  right,  are 
Fletcher  Waynick,  Mattie  Jacobs, 
and  Tim  Smith.  Notice  the  sign 
above  the  door,  which  reads 
"Undertakers."  (Courtesy  Bob 
Carter) 


The  Sands  Furniture  Store  in 
1905  was  in  the  location  of 
today's  Children's  Bazaar.  The 
first  man  on  the  left  is 
unidentified,  but  the  others,  left 
to  right,  are  Sam  Rascoe,  John 
Watlington,  Alexander  Powell 
Sands,  L.  J.  (Jack)  Sands,  and  a 
man  who  worked  in  what  used  to 
be  Pearson's  Shoe  Store  next 
door.  ( Courtesy  Jane  Smith) 


This  horse-drawn  fire  equipment 
was  displayed  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Reidsville  Fire  Department 
in  the  early  1900s.  The  building 
was  located  at  the  corner  of 
Morehead  and  Market  streets. 
( Courtesy  Bruce  Needham) 
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The  First  Baptist  Church,  located 
on  Main  Street,  was 
photographed  prior  to  1902 
before  towers  were  added  to  the 
building.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  home  of  Dr.  J.  W.  McGehee, 
pictured  in  the  early  1900s,  was 
located  on  Main  Street  in 
Reidsville.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  Col.  A.  J.  Boyd  home  was 
built  in  1882  on  Main  Street  in 
Reidsville.  Most  recently,  it  is  the 
home  of  the  late  Mike  Bagwell 
and  his  family.  (Courtesy 
Rockingham  Community  College 
Historical  Room) 


16 


Reidsville  Revisited  A  Pictorial  History  1993 


This  old  hotel  in  Ruffin,  North  Carolina,  was  in  use  in 
the  early  1900s.  The  original  building  is  still  standing. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  old  #13  saloon  located  in  Ruffin  was  closed  around 
1900.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  Edna  Cotton  Mill  as  it  appeared  in  the  early  1900s.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Collection) 
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This  view,  looking  north  on  Main, 
was  photographed  from  the 
corner  of  West  Harrison  and 
Main  streets.  (Courtesy  Bruce 
Needham) 


This  aerial  photograph  was  taken 
in  the  early  1900s  from  the  water 
tower  located  between  South 
Scales  and  Main  streets.  The 
scene  includes  the  post  office  and 
North  Scales  Street.  (Courtesy 
RCC  Historical  Collection) 


This  aerial  photograph  was  taken 
in  the  early  1900s  looking  north 
over  Reidsville.  American 
Tobacco  Company  is  the  large 
building  in  the  background. 
( Courtesy  RCC  Historical 
Collection) 
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The  Watkins  Bargain  Store  was  located  at  the  corner  daughter,  Maybelle  Watkins.  Maybelle  later  married 

of  Barnes  and  Thomas  streets.  Standing  in  the  Peter  Strickland.  The  store  is  now  a  home  at  the  same 

doorway,  circa  1914,  are  Thomas  Jefferson  Watkins,  location.  (Courtesy  Ellen  S.  Roberts) 
his  wife,  Ulva  Trent  Watkins,  and  his  six-year-old 


This  barn,  owned  by  Pete  Wilson,  stood  where  the  Built  in  1915  to  replace  an  earlier  structure  that 

Chinqua  Penn  Plantation  is  now  located.  These  men,  burned,  Iron  Works  Mill  was  built  to  grind  grains  for 

photographed  around  1915,  1  to  r:  Mr.  Crutchfield,  local  farmers.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
Pete  Wilson,  and  T.  Jeff  Penn.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Citizens  Bank,  circa  1910,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Scales  and  Gilmer.  Also  pictured  are  Reidsville  Hardware 
and  the  Grotto  Theater.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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In  1914,  grain  was  hauled  to 
Wray's  Mill  using  a  steam- 
powered  tractor.  (Courtesy  Bob 

Carter) 


The  R.  P.  Richardson  Old  North 
State  Tobacco  Factory,  located 
on  Northeast  Market  Street, 
burned  on  Christmas  Eve,  1917. 
( Courtesy  RCC  Historical 
Collection) 


The  Southern  Railway  Depot  as 
it  appeared  around  1915.  Note 
the  hotel  that  was  located  on 
Northeast  Market  Street. 
(Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


I 
m 
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The  Trent  and  Trent  Store  was 
located  at  the  corner  of  Vance 
and  Lindsey  streets.  This  circa 
1912  photograph  shows  stepping 
stones  placed  in  the  street  to  ease 
pedestrian  crossings  in  rainy 
weather.  ( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 

This  old-fashioned  baptism  took 
place  in  1914  at  Edna  Cotton 
Millpond,  near  Way  and  Harrison 
streets.  The  house  at  upper  left  is 
the  home  of  Brenda  and  Dwight 
Childress,  Watson  Street. 
(Courtesy  Brenda  Childress) 


Left  to  right,  George  Windsor, 
Cliff  Jones,  John  Will  DeLancey, 
James  Blair  Gardner,  Sr.,  Cosmo 
Benson,  Ed  Mayo,  Sam  Fels, 
William  Luther  Gardner  and 
Genie  Coker  posed  in  front  of  the 
Old  City  Market  in  Reidsville  for 
this  circa  1908  photograph. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Col.  J.  N.  Craig  was  photographed  around  1910  in 
his  North  Carolina  Militia  uniform.  He  was  a 
Reidsville  businessman,  Sunday  School  teacher  at 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  member  of  the 
Reidsville  Rifles.  (Courtesy  David  I.  Craig) 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Moorefield  and  their  baby  are  pictured  in  front  of  the  old  Post  Office.  (Courtesy  Penny 
Greene) 


Fletcher  Waynick  drives  down  Market  Street  in  about  1915  in  a  car  that  he  built.  (Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 
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This  1920s  picture  of  Fred  and  Nash  Hardy,  taken  on 
Washington  Avenue,  was  made  into  a  postcard. 
( Courtesy  Rebecca  H.  Brown) 

Upper  Right:  This  childhood  portrait  of  sisters 
Mary  Elizabeth  and  Annie  Ruth  Poteat  was  taken 
in  1922.  (Courtesy  Annie  Ruth  Simpson) 

Mrs.  Burnett  and  the  young  Albert  Macklin  enjoy 
some  time  together  on  Mrs.  Burnett's  porch  in  the 
1920s.  The  house  was  located  on  the  corner  of 
Lindsey  and  Vance  streets.  (Courtesy  Jimmy 

Thompson,  Jr.) 
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Wray  Carter,  an  avid  hunter  and  trapper,  displays 
the  wild  turkey  he  bagged  in  1928.  (Courtesy  Bob 
Carter) 

Upper  Left:  J.  O.  Sharp  of  Reidsville,  known  to  be  a 
dedicated  fisherman,  is  shown  here  with  a  string  of 
fish  he  caught  in  the  1920s.  (Courtesy  Helen 
Carroll) 

The  Page  twins,  Robert  Henry  (left)  and  Edward 
Herman,  were  born  August  3,  1920.  This 
photograph  was  taken  near  Ruffin  in  1921  when 
they  were  about  one  year  old.  (Courtesy  Irvie  Page) 
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When  Ada  Wetmore  taught  at  the  Reid  School  in 
1928,  seven  of  her  children  were  in  her  classes. 
First  row,  left  to  right,  are  Mildred  Wetmore,  John 
Wetmore,  and  Nina  Wetmore.  In  the  second  row 
are  Elizabeth  Wetmore,  Dr.  Ivan  Stafford  Wetmore, 
and  Ben  Wetmore.  Juanita  Wetmore  is  in  the  back 
row.  (Courtesy  Lewis  Wetmore) 


This  group  picture  was  taken  at  the  old  Reid  School  in 
1926  or  1927.  First  row,  left  to  right,  John  McCoy, 
Elizabeth  Wetmore,  Ben  Wetmore,  Charles  Trent, 
Jr.,  Jewel  Murphy,  J.  Griffin,  and  J.  C.  Wells.  Second 
row:  Jessie  Chilton,  Mabel  Moore,  Walter  Pickrell, 
Lenora  Oakley,  Viola  Murphy,  Woodrow  Moore, 
Mildred  Griffin,  and  Augusta  Preston.  Third  row: 
Daniel  Preston,  Nina  Wetmore,  Juanita  Wetmore, 
Maude  Wells,  Mildred  Wetmore,  Pauline  Griffin, 
Lucille  Chilton,  and  Sammy  Murphy.  Fourth  row: 
John  Wetmore,  Jr.,  Belford  Murphy,  Otis  Powell, 
Myrtle  Diamond,  Juanita  Griffin,  Leuada  Griffin, 
Daniel  Pettigrew,  and  Penn  Moore.  (Courtesy  Lewis 
Wetmore) 
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This  is  the  1921  seventh  grade  class  at  the  old  Franklin  Street  School.  Miss  Annie  Wooten  is  pictured  in  the 
second  row,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Gentry  is  in  the  third  row.  (Courtesy  John  H.  Gentry) 


The  first  grade  class  of  1921  at  Franklin  Street  School.  Standing  in  the  back  row  are  Professor  P.  H.  Gwynn 
and  Miss  Fannie  Gardner,  teacher.  (Courtesy  L.  M.  Sharpe) 
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The  faculty  of  the  Black  High 
School/Elementary  School  in  the 
1920s.  Seated,  left  to  right,  are 
Lola  Beatrice  Martin-Powell, 
Annie  Bell  Miller,  and  Mamie 
McLaurin.  Standing,  left  to  right, 
are  Daisy  Davis,  Pearl  Williams, 
James  Andrew  (J.  A.)  McRae 
(principal,  1918-1937),  Bertha 
Carter,  Hulda  Staples-Cummins, 
and  Thenia  Yores-Brincefield. 
(Courtesy  Mrs.  Willard  Lucile 
Brincefield-King) 


This  was  one  of  the  first  school 
buses  to  transport  Rockingham 
County  students.  The  photograph 
was  taken  in  the  Calvary  Church 
area.  ( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


This  band  was  photographed  by 
Whorley's  Studio  in  Leaksville  in 
the  1920s.  The  band  members, 
left  to  right,  seated,  are  George 
(Crow)  McCain,  Moses  Hodnett, 
Sr.,  and  Thomas  Penn.  Standing, 
left  to  right,  are  Art  Bailey,  Sam 
Badgett,  Thomas  Lee  (Tobe) 
Brincefield,  Charlie  Bowman, 
Marry  Davis,  John  Garland,  and 
Percy  Martin.  The  band  played 
often  for  Reidsville  groups 
singing  spirituals,  popular  music, 
love  songs,  jazz,  and  more. 
(Courtesy  Mrs.  Willard  Lucile 
Brincefield-King) 
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The  McCollum  brothers,  left  to  right,  Tom,  Jess,  John,  and  Starling,  are  walking  near  Pleasantville  Church 
in  Rockingham  County  in  the  1920s.  (Courtesy  Donald  A.  Smith) 


Thishogkillingtook  place,  probably 
in  the  1920s,  at  the  John  Rakestraw 
farm.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


This  unkown  man  is  showing  a 
1,524-pound  hog  raised  by  W.  T. 
Barham,  killed  in  December  1921, 
dressed  out  at  1,395  lbs.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


Charlie  Tesh  posed  near  the 
cannon  beside  the  Reidsville 
Municipal  Building  during  the 
1920s.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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This  truck  was  loaded  with  a 
beer  substitute  in  the  1920s 
during  Prohibition.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 
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John  Harris  rides  his  horse  on 
Morehead  Street.  The  Harris 
family  was  in  the  clothing 
business  in  Reidsville.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


The  Nu-Shine  Company,  in  the 
1920s,  was  located  where  Big 
Apple  Farm  Supply  is  today.  The 
driver  is  Willie  Reid  Pannel. 
(Courtesy  Mrs.  Ware) 


Standing  in  front  of  the  old 
Reidsville  fire  truck,  second  from 
right,  is  Chief  Thomas  G.  Dallas, 
who  was  at  one  time  also  chief  of 
police.  His  brother,  Jess  Dallas 
(far  left),  was  in  the  police 
department.  These  two  men  are 
the  uncles  of  Mary  K.  Powell. 
( Courtesy  Mary  K.  Powell) 
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This  small  cleaning  and  pressing 
shop  was  located  on  the  corner  of 
Southwest  Market  and  Morehead 
streets,  where  there  is  now  a 
vacant  lot.  The  men, 
photographed  around  1920  are, 
left  to  right,  Howard  Webb, 
delivery;  Fred  Archer,  Sr.,  tailor; 

and  Thomas  Lee  (Tobe) 
Brincefield,  owner-manager, 
1917-1928.  (Courtesy  Mrs. 
Willard  Lucile  Brince field-King) 


Left  to  right  at  Page's  Garage  on 
Market  Street  are  Lester 
Harrelson,  Unknown,  Unknown, 
Willard  Page,  Jr.,  Steve  Page, 
Willard  Page,  Unknown. 
( Courtesy  Richard  Page) 


The  Dodge  auto  dealership  was 
located  on  Morehead  Street  in 
1922.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  finishing  touches  are  being  added  to  Mrs.  W.  T.  The  building  still  houses  Barber  Florist  at  the  same 
Barber's  Flower  Shop.  The  building  was  constructed  location  on  North  Scales  Street  in  Reidsville.  (Courtesy 
in  the  late  1920s  by  Cecil  Barber  and  Robert  Pritchett.    Raymond  Holcomb ) 


The  W  &  M  Stores,  Inc.,  located  on  South  Scales  Street,  Reidsville,  was  managed  by  E.  R.  Houston  in  the  1920s 
Leo  Wathngton  is  the  third  gentleman  from  the  right.  (Courtesy  Lizzie  Watlington) 
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Live  and  Let  Live  was  a  1920s  featured  film  at  the  Grand  Theater. 
Rockingham  Theater  is  now  located  on  this  Gilmer  Street  site.  ( Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


The  covered  bridge  crossing  the 
Dan  River  just  outside  Wentworth 
was  known  as  Settle's  Bridge. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


Construction  of  the  building  that  now  houses  the  Reidsville  Police  Department  on  Morehead  Street  was 
constructed  1926-1928.  The  building  in  the  background  was  the  Reidsville  Library.  It  was  destroyed  and  a 
new  building  was  constructed  in  its  place.  (Courtesy  Brenda  Childrey) 
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Charlie  A.  Penn  (Jeff  Perm's 
brother)  was  a  vice  president  of 
American  Tobacco.  He  had  a 
railroad  car,  furnished  by  the 
company,  in  which  he  rode  back 
and  forth  to  New  York.  His  farm, 
Pennington  Plantation,  was 
located  north  of  Reidsville  on 
Narrow  Gauge  Road  near  the 
tobacco  sheds. 


The  Chinqua-Penn  Dairy  as  it 
appeared  in  the  late  1920s.  In 
later  years  the  building  burned. 

( Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Room) 


The  American  Tobacco  Company 
as  it  appeared  in  the  late  1920s. 
This  view  is  looking  north  on 
Scales  Street.  Note  the  Reidsville 
Ice  and  Coal  Company,  which 
also  stabled  horses.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 
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This  1940  Saturday  Evening  Post  ad  featured  Mr.  Irvin,  a  Reidsville  businessman  (Courtesy  Bob  Vanstory) 
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Cain's  Department  Store  as  it 
appeared  in  1938  after  it  was 

destroyed  by  a  fire.  The  store  was  The  Mary  Louise  Birmingham  Nurses  Home  was  originally  located  on 
located  on  South  Scales  Street.  Main  Street,  but  was  moved  behind  the  newly  constructed  Annie  Penn 
(Courtesy RCC Historical  Collection)    Hospital  around  1930.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


e  building  in  the  foreground  is  the  old  city  municipal  building  that  now  houses  the  police  department.  On 
right  is  the  old  library,  which  has  since  been  replaced  with  a  newer  library  building.  (Courtesy  Joe  Burton) 


38 


Reidsville  Revisited  A  Pictorial  History  1993 


Boy  Scouts  enjoy  canoeing  and 
boating  at  Camp  Cherokee  in 
August  1934.  The  camp  was 
located  near  Wentworth. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  1935  showing  of  new  Fords 
gathered  a  large  crowd  at  Settle 
Street,  Reidsville.  (Courtesy 
Claybon  J.  Clark) 


In  1934  the  Ford  dealership  was 
located  in  the  building  that  now 

houses  Schewel's  Furniture. 

( Courtesy  Claybon  J.  Clark) 
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A  late  1930s  snow  scene  looking 
west  on  Morehead  Street. 
( Courtesy  Rockingham  County 
College  Historical  Society) 


The  bronze  plaque  on  this  old 
grist  stone  from  the  Iron  Works 
Mill  was  stolen  many  years  ago. 
It  is  believed  that  General 
Greene  camped  at  this  site 
during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
( Courtesy  B.  J.  Benson) 


This  area,  photographed  in  the 
early  1930s,  was  located  near  the 
American  Tobacco  sheds  on  the 
Danville  Road  and  was  used  by 
company  officials  for  picnics. 
( Courtesy  John  H.  Gentry) 


Northeast  Market  Street  near 
the  railroad  tracks  in  the  early 
1930s.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  Philathea  Sunday  School 
Class  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
July  22,  1934.  The  lady  in  the 
center  of  the  front  row  is  Laura 
Powell.  The  two  men  in  the 
second  row  are  T.  L.  Sasser  (left) 
and  Bob  Burton.  (Courtesy 
Jeanne  Stanley) 


Reidsville  Revisited  A  Pictorial  History  1993 


41 


The  men's  class  on  the  north  side 
of  United  Methodist  Church 
located  on  Main  Street,  February 
27,  1932.  (Courtesy  M.  Shumate) 


The  Junior  Order  of  the 
American  United  Mechanics  met 
in  a  lodge  building  located  on 
South  Scales  in  the  early  1930s. 
The  fraternal  order  once  had  a 
membership  of  more  than  five 
hundred.  At  one  time,  Jim 
Sharpe  of  Reidsville  headed  the 
national  organization.  (Courtesy 
Mrs.  Tom  Smith) 


These  soldiers  were  stationed  at 
Fort  Meade,  Maryland,  in  1939. 
Woodrow  Moore  is  pictured  in 
the  group.  (Courtesy  Mable 
C  rouse) 
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The  training  camp  for  Reidsville  National  Guard,  A.  Walker.  In  the  back  row  are  Pete  Baker,  Charlie 
1933.  In  the  front  row,  left  to  right,  are  Johnnie  King,  Apple,  Lt.  James  Martin,  Alvin  Cook,  and  Zeb 
Claude  Scurry,  Houston  Grogan,  Archie  Hicks,  and  A.    Delancey.  (Courtesy  Charlie  Apple) 


The  Reidsville  Boy  Scouts  in  May  1936.  First  row,  1  to 
r:  Wallace  Clark,  B.  J.  Benson,  Jimmy  Mobley,  B.  B. 
Throckmorton ,  J  ack  Small,  Malcom  Walker,  Wendell 
Saunders,  Maynard  Royster,  and  0.  B.  "Country" 
Gorman.  Second  row:  Charles  Scoggins,  John  McGhee, 
Johnny  Grogan,  John  Whitsett,  Allen  Gwyn,  Jr.,  Bill 


Yount,  Pat  Grogan,  Arnold  Goodman,  Bill  Fetzer,  and 
James  McMillian.  Third  Row:  Frank  Mclver,  Hubert 
Jordan,  Richard  Saunders,  Lee  Richardson,  Wallace 
Monsees,  C.  L.  Saunders,  Ben  Trotter,  Thomas  Smith, 
Bob  Moore,  and  Gordon  Ware.  (Courtesy  Thomas  D. 
Smith) 
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Some  of  the  first  board  members  of  the  Reidsville 
Salvation  Army  Corps.  Front  row,  1  to  r,  Glenn  Clark, 
Captain  Noblett,  and  E.  S.  "Curly"  Powell.  Back  row 
Hunter  Mobley,  Unknown,  and  Aaron  Wein stein. 
( Courtesy  Laura  Powell) 


The  Reidsville  Golden  Lions  Champions  of  1932.  L  to 
r :  on  the  ground  Evelyn  Gilley ,  Evelyn  Bal  sley ,  Rebecca 
Jones.  Standing  Hilda  Firesheets,  Hazel  Rogers,  Myra 
Gapen.  Coach  G.  W.  Windsor.  Evelyn  Gillie  scored  57 
points  in  one  game  and  1,185  in  two  seasons.  The 
team  had  a  37-1  record  over  two  years.  (Courtesy 
Mrs.Malcolm  Moricle) 


First  graders  and  their  teacher,  Miss  Gardner,  at  the  Franklin  Street  School  in  1939.  (Courtesy  Rebecca 
Brown) 
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The  1935  fourth  or  fifth  grade  class  of 
Franklin  Street  School.  The  teachers 
were  Mrs.  Waynick  and  Miss  Dabbs. 

( Courtesy  C.  B.  James) 


The  Reidsville  High  School  graduating  class 
of  1940  as  photographed  as  seventh  graders 
in  1935.  (Courtesy  Mrs.  M.  E.  Roberts) 


Miss  Annie  Trent's  third  grade  students 
at  the  Franklin  Street  School  sometime 
in  the  1930s.  Front  row,  1  to  r,  Sara 
Windsor,  Jack  Small,  Raeford  Worman, 
Margaret  Leptune.  Second  row:  Jack 
Satterfield,  Maudean  Price,  Frank 
Rawleigh,  Doris  Berry,  Idabeth 
McCollum,  James  Harrison.  Third  row: 
Allen  Gwyn,  Catherine  Grogan,  B.  B. 
Throckmorton,  Dorothy  Griffith,  Evelyn 
Worsham.  (Courtesy  Jack  Small) 
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This  automobile  was  decorated  for 
a  Reidsville  parade  around  1930. 
The  car  is  on  North  Scales  near  the 
present  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Holcomb.  In  the  car  are 
Nell  Barber  Pritchett,  Helen  Griffin 
Whitlow,  Helen  Doyle  Dixon,  and 
Mary  Doyle  Williams.  (Courtesy 
Raymond  Holcomb) 


Lemuel  "Red"  Hardy  in  front  of 
his  Austin  on  Lindsey  Street. 
(Courtesy  Rebecca  H.  Brown) 
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The  Smiths  (1  tor:  Bertha,  Rita,  Winfred,  and  Winfred,  A  Sunday  afternoon  gathering  at  Old  Iron  Works 
Jr.)  with  their  Ford  Model  T,  produced  in  the  late  Mill.  The  brick  mill  warming  house  is  in  the 
1920s.  (Courtesy  Donald  A.  Smith)  background.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Room) 


These  men,  photographed  in  front  of  the  Chinqua  Penn  servant  quarters  are  believed  to  be  groundskeepers 
and  workers  at  Chinqua  Penn.  (Courtesy  James  R.  Delapp) 
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Jimmy  Thompson,  Sr.,  holds  Jimmy  Thompson,  Jr., 
in  his  hand.  The  photograph  was  taken  at  the 
Thompson  residence  on  Lindsey  Street  around  1933. 
Jimmy  Thompson,  Jr.,  is  president  of  Rentz  Oil 
Company  in  Reidsville.  ( Courtesy  Jimmy  Thompson, 
Sr.) 

Center  Right:  Ada  Blum  Stafford  Wetmore,  as 
photographed  in  1939,  taught  first  to  seventh 
grades  at  the  Reid  School  in  1925.  (Courtesy  Lewis 

Wetmore) 

Jack  Small,  owner  of  the  Climax  Barber  Shop  on 
Gilmer  Street.  (Courtesy  Rebecca  H.  Brown) 
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Contestants  vyingfor  the  title  of  Miss  Harvest  Jubilee 
of  1946.  ( Courtesy  Nathan  Gardner) 

The  Harvest  Jubilee  was  sponsored  by  the 
Reidsville  Jaycees  in  the  late  1940s  and  early 
1950s.  Here,  Miss  Harvest  Jubilee  of  1946  is  being 
crowned  at  the  Leader  Warehouse  located  on  South 
Scales  Street.  Reidsville  Commercial  Warehouse  is 
now  located  in  the  building.  (Courtesy  Nathan 
Gardner) 
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The  men's  class  of  Lowe's  United 
Methodist  Church  gathered 

outside  the  church  for  this  group 
photograph.  (Courtesy  Mrs. 
Frances  Underwood) 


The  women's  class  of  Lowe's 
United  Methodist  Church 
(Courtesy  Mrs.  Frances 
Underwood) 


The  graduating  class  of  1942, 
gathered  on  the  steps  of  the  old 
Reidsville  Senior  High  located  on 
Franklin  Street.  (Courtesy  C.  B. 

James) 
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The  Reidsville  Ministerial 
Alliance  in  the  late  1940s 
included,  left  to  right,  first  row, 
Rev.  Thomas,  Rev.  Kirby,  Rev. 
Logan,  Rev.  Hill,  and  Rev.  John 
Whitt.  In  the  second  row  are 
Unknown,  Rev.  Owens, 
Unknown,  Unknown,  Rev. 
Jeffery,  and  Rev.  Corbert. 
(Courtesy  James  Whitt) 


The  staff  of  the  Bank  of 
Reidsville,  1948.  Front  row,  left 
to  right,  B.  R.  Lively,  W.  A. 
Trotter,  and  R.  H.  Satterfield. 
Second  row:  Irene  Page,  Mrs.  R. 
W.  Wagner,  Barbara  Roach, 
Vernell  Brande,  and  Tom 
Williams.  Third  row:  Pattie 
Satterfield,  James  Dunn,  John 
Daniels,  and  B.  H.  Grey.  Fourth 
row:  Charles  M.  Auman,  Mrs. 
Nathan  Gardner,  and  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Perkinson.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


On  April  4,  1943,  "Mutt"  Burton, 
third  from  the  left,  was  seen  off 
by  his  friends,  left  to  right,  Paul 
Hastings,  Bill  Springs,  Burton, 
and  Dr.  Jacobs,  as  he  left  to  fight 
in  World  War  II.  (Courtesy  Joe 
Bur-ton,  RCC  Historical 
Collection.) 
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Part  of  the  Harvest  Jubilee 
Parade,  circa  1948,  marching 
south  on  South  Scales  Street. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


This  parade  is  heading  west  on 
Morehead  Street,  preparing  to 
enter  Kiker  Stadium.  The  parade 
was  celebrating  V.  E.  Day 
(Victory  in  Europe,  at  the 
conclusion  of  World  War  II). 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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K  B.  Hobbs,  Sr.,  is  one  of  the  policemen  leading  the  Harvest  Jubilee  Parade  in  1946.  The  parade  is  moving 
along  South  Scales  Street,  with  the  Coca-Cola  plant  on  the  left  and  the  Esso  service  station  on  the  right  (now 
Mayberry's).  (Courtesy  K.  B.  Hobbs,  Sr.) 


The  Reidsville  Police  Force  photographed  behind  the  Lindsey,  Bill  Tate,  John  Durham,  Larmel  Covington, 

Reidsville  Police  Department  in  1940.  Standing  1  to  Balford  Burgess,  Jesse  Saunders,  "Itchy"  Hinson, 

r,  Maury  Loftis,  John  Sacrinity,  Ed  Williams,  Chief  Harvey  Tate,  and  T.J.  Mitchell.  (Courtesy  Charlotte  J. 

Robert  Allen,  Hugh  Cobb,  Dick  Turkelson,  Jimmy  Whitaker) 


The  Reidsville  Police  Department,  1940.  Seated,  1  to  r,  John  Durham,  Bill  Tate,  Jesse  Saunders.  Standing 
Hugh  Cobb,  Dick  Turkelson,  Ed  Williams,  Chief  "Milky"  Gold,  Bob  Allen,  Harvey  Tate,  Jimmy  Lindsey, 
Balford  Burgess.  (Courtesy  Charlotte  J.  Whitaker) 
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K  B.  Hobbs,  Sr.,  helped  children 
at  the  school  crossings  in  the 
1940s  and  1950s.  Notice  his 
police  motorcycle  parked  along 
Lawsonville  Avenue.  (Courtesy 
K.  B.  Hobbs,  Sr.) 


These  men,  left  to  right,  Ira 
Roach,  Jesse  Saunders,  and  R.  J. 
Hudson  are  shown  in  the 
Reidsville  Police  Department  in 
the  1940s.  (Courtesy  Bruce 
Needham) 


These  1940s  Reidsville  policemen 
are,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Hugh 
Cobb,  B.  E.  Burgess,  and  G.  W. 
Burgess.  Standing  in  back  are 
Paul  Coleman,  Jimmy  Lindsey, 
Oscar  Shockley,  and  John 
Sacrinity.  (Courtesy  Bruce 
Needham) 
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In  the  1940s  Girl  Scouts  saluted 
the  raising  of  the  American  flag 
at  the  old  Girl  Scout  camp 
located  off  Miller  Chapel  Road.  Si 
Rothrock  currently  owns  the 
property  and  has  a  home  there. 


These  Boy  Scouts  are  experiencing 
the  Ordeal  Induction  Ceremony  at 
Camp  Cherokee,  circa  1949.  ( Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


A  late  1940s  or  early  1950s 
baseball  game  at  Kiker  Stadium. 
The  players  are  believed  to  be  the 
American  Legion  Post  79  team 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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This  May  Day  celebration  at 
Kiker  Stadium  was  highlighted 
by  the  wrapping  of  the  May  Day 
pole.  The  students  are  believed  to 
be  Reidsville  Senior  High 
students  around  1950.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


K.  B.  Hobbs,  Sr.,  watches  as  the 
circus  arrives  in  town.  In  the 
1940s  the  circus  performed  at  the 
old  fairgrounds  off  Turner  Drive, 
where  Pennrose  Mall  is  today. 
(Courtesy  K.  B.  Hobbs,  Sr.) 


This  display  by  Williams  Trull 
Company  was  set  up  in  the 
wooden  grandstand  area  of  the 
Reidsville  fairgrounds,  1948. 
Pennrose  Mall  is  located  on  this 
site  today.  (Courtesy 
Rockingham  County  Historical 
Society) 
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Hattie  Carter  displays  her  string  of 

In  1946,  Wray  Carter  trapped  108  mink,  85  muskrats,  and  12  raccoons,  fish  caught  at  the  Iron  Works  in 
He  sold  them  for  $1,890.  This  represented  six  weeks  of  trapping.  1942.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


1% 


Wray  and  Bob  Carter  with  furs  trapped  in  1948.  Wray  and  George  Carter  trapped  $4,200  worth  of  furs  in  1948. 

( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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John  Driscoll,  left,  meat  cutter,  and 
Erne st  Shumate,  right,  dre ss  a  500- 
pound  hog  at  the  freezer-locker 
plant  on  Northeast  Market  Street 

in  1948.  (Courtesy  Garland  Proud  Mixer  I  was  bull  of  High  Rock  Farm  during  the  late  1940s. 
Shumate)  ( Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Collection) 


These  young  people  are  showing  their  livestock,  circa  1950,  probably  at  the  old  Reidsville  Fairgrounds. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Royal  and  Matt  DeLapp  in  the 
1940s.  Royal  was  a  plumber  and 
a  sign  on  his  truck  read,  "Jesse 
James  rode  a  horse  and  carried  a 
gun.  DeLapp  drives  an 
International  and  carries  a  pipe 
wrench."  (Courtesy  Von  Neal) 


Dave  and  Robert  Crowder  play 
banjo  and  fiddle  at  the  Reidsville 
train  depot  in  the  1940s. 
(Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  Harrison  family  gathers  for 
dinner  in  their  home  October  27, 
1945.  They  are,  left  to  right, 
Cecelia,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Susie, 
Charlotte,  Willie,  Elijah,  Jr., 
Gracie,  Gloria,  Hildred, 
Thurman,  Annie,  and  Mr. 
Harrison.  (Courtesy  Gracie 
Graves) 
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Downtown  Reidsville  after  a 
snowstorm,  circa  1947.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


Shelley  Nance  driving  his  T- 
Model  in  the  1920s.  (Courtesy 
Esther  J.  Boyd) 


During  World  War  II  scrap  metal 
drives  were  conducted.  The 
material  collected  was  melted 
down  and  recycled  for  the  war 
effort.  (Courtesy  Donald  Smith) 
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BRAN" 
DAIRir 


Mr.  Bennett  stands  in  the  door  of  the  old  Maxwell 
Mill,  1943,  located  on  North  Scales  Street,  Reidsville. 
The  mill  was  used  to  grind  corn  and  wheat.  ( Courtesy 
Joe  Burton) 

Weldon  Smith  and  one  of  his  sons  drive  a  mule- 
drawn  tobacco  sled  on  a  farm  near  Wentworth, 
1940.  (Courtesy  Donald  Smith) 
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Lewis  Maus  trims  a  plate,  preparing  it  to  be 
put  on  press  for  printing.  These  plates 
weighed  approximately  forty  pounds.  They 
were  melted  and  the  metal  was  recycled  to 

make  more  plates. 


Papers  are  caught  coming  off  the  old  press 
at  the  Review  building,  formerly  located  at 
116  North  Scales  street. 
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The  late  R.  M.  Smith  builds  a  page  using 
the  hot  metal  process  of  printing.  The  type 
was  produced  on  a  linotype  machine  and 
had  to  be  read  backwards  and  upside-down 
when  the  page  was  being  composed. 


The  late  Bob  Heffner  gets  a  headline  ready 
for  print  in  the  Review.  The  bar  of  metal 
hanging  in  the  center  of  the  photo  was  used 
in  a  Ludlow  machine  to  produce  headlines. 


A  young  Phil  Link  poured  medicine  in  this 
1940s  photograph  previous  to  the  time  he 
became  owner  of  Link  Bros.  Pharmacy 
located  on  South  Scales  Street.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 
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Tied  tobacco  is  sold  by  a  local 
warehouse  in  1941. 


American  Tobacco  employee 
Walter  Motley  checks  tobacco  for 
moisture  with  a  tag  meter. 
( Courtesy  Nunnally's  and  RCC 
Historical  Society) 


Reidsville  Municipal  Airport  was 
on  Grooms  Road,  where 
Burlington  Mills  is  located  today. 

( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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L  to  r.  Mrs.  Cora  Saunders,  Rob 
Saunders  and  his  wife  Virginia 
pose  in  front  of  Gentry's  store 
located  on  the  Sandy  Cross  road. 
The  building  has  since  been  torn 
down.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


Joe  Burton  stands  in  front  of  the 
William  R.  Dalton  Law  offices  on 
Gilmer  Street  in  the  1940s. 
( Courtesy  RCC  Historical 
Collection) 


The  old  post  office  building, 
shown  here  in  the  early  1940s, 
now  houses  many  of  the  city  of 
Reidsville  administrative  offices. 
(Courtesy  Joe  Burton) 
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Annie  Penn  Memorial  Hospital 
circa  1945.  (Courtesy  Rebecca 
Brown) 


Looking  west  on  Morehead 
Street  following  a  snow  in  the 
late  1940s.  (Courtesy  Bob 
Carter) 


Photographed  in  the  late  1940s, 
the  Carter-Foster  Tire  Company 
was  located  on  Williams  Street 
between  Northwest  Market  and 
South  Scales  streets.  The 
building  is  still  in  use  today. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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A  postcard  featuring  Reidsville 
High  School  was  sent  to  Thomas 
Hardy  in  1945.  (Courtesy  Rebecca 
Brown) 


Business  center,  downtown  2* 
Reidsville  facing  north  on  Scales 
Street,  circa  1940.  (Courtesy  Bob 

Carter) 


The  shopping  district  in 
downtown  Reidsville  as  it 
appeared  in  1949.  Francis 
Theriault's  1946  Ford  coupe, 
third  from  left,  is  parked  in  front 
of  the  Reidsville  Coffee  Shop. 
(Courtesy  Francis  A.  Theriault) 
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Love  Under  Fire  played  at  the  Rockingham  Theater 
in  the  1940s.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Collection) 


Bottom  Right:  Two  citizens  make  their  way 
through  snow  in  front  of  Will  Burton's  store,  Irvin 
Street,  January  23,  1940.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical 

Collection) 


Below:  The  view  from  the  top  of  the  old  Reidsville  post 
office,  looking  down  on  Scales  Street  at  the  Texaco 
Service  Station  on  the  corner  of  West  Morehead  and 
North  Scales  streets.  (Courtesy  Bruce  Needham) 
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The  United  Department  Store,  in 
the  1940s,  was  located  on  the 
east  side  of  Scales  Street  in 
downtown  Reidsville.  (Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 


The  Reidsville  train  depot,  circa 
1948.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  Reidsville  switcher  moved 
railway  cars  in  the  Reidsville 
area  in  the  1940s.  When  not  in 
use,  the  switcher  was  parked 
next  to  American  Tobacco. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Crews  work  on  the  railroad  track 
next  to  the  Reidsville  Depot.  The 
Booker  T.  Theater  on  the  left  was 
the  Black  theater.  (Courtesy  Bob 

Carter) 


A  transfer  truck  stalled  when 
heavy  rain  caused  Troublesome 
Creek  on  Highway  29  to  flood  in 

August  1940.  (Courtesy  RCC 
Historical  Collection) 
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The  old  Lowe's  United  Methodist 
Church  was  located  on  Highway 
87  South.  The  new  church  was 
completed  in  1953.  (Courtesy 
Mrs.  Frances  Underwood) 


The  Pennrose  Country  Club  as  it 
appeared  in  the  late  1940s.  It  has 
since  been  remodeled  and  is  still 
in  use.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  Penns  allowed  area  photographers  to  come  to  Chinqua  Penn  in  1945  to  photograph  the  pagoda.  ( Courtesy 
Bob  Carter) 
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Mr.  A.P.  Sands  let  is  shown  at  a  tobacco  auction  in  the  1940s.  Note  the  advertisement  in  the  background  for 
the  Broadway  Theater.  Also  today's  auctioneers  do  not  wear  coats  and  ties  at  the  auctions. 


The  Annie  Penn  Memorial  Hospital  has  undergone  several  renovations  since  this  photo  was  taken  in  the 
1940s.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Around  1950  Pike's  Oldsmobile 
was  located  on  Northeast  Market 
Street,  next  to  the  old  National 
Guard  Armory.  The  building  was 
later  used  by  Bush  Brother's 
Plating  and  Greer  Recycling. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  James  Motor  Company,  a 
Dodge-Plymouth  dealership 
located  on  South  Scales  Street  in 
Reidsville  around  1950.  The 
building  now  houses  Reidsville 
Heating  and  Air  Conditioning. 
(Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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G.  I.  apartment  buildings  were 
built  on  Thomas  Street  to  house 
military  men  and  their  families. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


At  one  time  the  Reidsville  Bus 
Depot  was  located  on  North 
Scales,  below  the  monument.  In 
this  picture,  circa  1950,  the  name 
Dillard  is  on  the  front  of  the 
depot.  ( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Howard  Fitz  stands  outside  Howard's  Drive-In  in  1954.  The  building  still  stands  today,  across  from  Lynn's 
Tire  Barn.  (Courtesy  Von  Neal) 
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Willie  Neal  Pannell  in  his  Pannell  Transfer  Company  truck,  circa  1955.  (Courtesy  Elizabeth  Ware) 


Policeman  K.  B.  Hobbs  rides  the  three-wheeler  motorcycle  used  by  the  Reidsville  Police  Department  for  a 
number  of  years.  Hobbs  was  officially  accepted  into  the  Harley  Davidson  100,000  Mile  Club  in  1958.  (Courtesy 
K.  B.  Hobbs) 


82 


Reidsville  Revisited  A  Pictorial  History  1993 


The  old  Burton  Tobacco  building,  mid-1950s, 
located  at  the  corner  of  West  Morehead  and 
Arlington  streets  ( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


Jim  Crawford  and  Frank  Ormand  were  photographed 
in  the  mid-1950s  in  Williams  and  Company,  a  men's 
clothing  store.  The  business  was  located  on  South 
Scales  Street,  but  moved  to  Eden,  N.C.  some  years 
ago.  (Courtesy  Von  Neal) 


Miss  Aberdeen  rides  on  the  American  Tobacco  float,  circa  1950,  at  the  old  Kiker  Stadium.  The  slogan  on  the 
float  reads  "Be  Happy,  Go  Lucky."  (Courtesy  Joe  Burton) 
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Policeman  Alvis  M.  Boone  gets  a 
ride  in  a  wheelbarrow  from  Clyde 
Overby.  Apparently  the  ride  was  the 
result  of  a  wager  on  the  presidential 
election.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical 

Collection) 


In  the  1950s  this  group  known  as  the 
Lucky  City  Playboys  played  on  WFRC 
radio  three  nights  a  week  at  7:00.  The 
players  are,  left  to  right,  Ernest  Jones, 
Red  Craddock,  Woodrow  Pyrtle, 
Richard  Hopper,  Stuart  Dalton,  Cecil 
Moore,  and  Bill  West.  ( Courtesy  Lorene 
Hopper) 
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Hermine  Farthing  Powell,  dressed  as  the  mascot  of 
the  Reidsville  High  School  football  team— the  Golden 
Lions.  (Courtesy  Evelyn  Farthing) 


Grady  Wise  photographed  Von  Neal  when  he  caught 
a  five-pound  large  mouth  bass  in  Walter  Irvin's  farm 
pond  in  1959.  (Courtesy  Von  Neal) 
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In  September  1956,  E.  S.  Powell  turned  over  the  keys  for  the  Salvation  Army  living  quarters  on  Walnut  Street. 
Pictured,  1  to  r,  Major  John  Needham,  E.  S.  Powell,  Major  Cranford,  Mrs.  Cranford,  Charlie  Oliver,  Paul 
Hastings.  (Courtesy  Laura  Powell) 
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Jesse  Greer  (left)  and  Pat  Foy  Brady  crow  hunting 
in  the  snow-covered  fields  of  Rockingham  County, 
circa  1965.  (Courtesy  Stella  Greer) 


Hal  Griffin,  the  student  in  the  foreground,  was  taking 
classes  at  Rockingham  Community  College  when  this 
photograph  was  taken  in  1974.  (Courtesy  VonNeal) 
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Tom  Carter  watches  his  father,  Bob  Carter,  light  the  oil  burner  on  the  system  that  provides  heat  for  the 
tobacco  curing  process,  circa  1985.  (Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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Booker  T.  Washington  High 
School  in  1964.  Black  students 
attended  this  school  located 
across  from  American  Tobacco 
Company.  ( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 


The  Broadway  Theater  was  on 
South  Scales  Street.  The  featured 
movie,  circa  1962,  was  Elvis 
Presley  in  Kid  Gallahad.  The 
back  part  of  the  building  was  the 
old  Methodist  Church  built  in  the 
1870s.  The  building  was 
demolished  in  the  1960s. 
( Courtesy  Bob  Carter) 
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The  United  House  of  Prayer  for  All 
People  Church  was  renovated  from 
total  disrepair  in  1993.  Located  on 
Lindsey  Street,  the  church  was 
originally  the  Lindsey  Street 
Methodist  Church.  (Courtesy  Mike 

DeLapp) 


The  Speedwell  Church  was  organized 
in  1759,  and  this  structure  was  built 
in  1844.  The  church  still  stands  on 
the  Iron  Works  Road,  ( Courtesy  Bob 
Carter) 
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The  new  entrance  to  Annie  Penn  Hospital,  viewed  from  South  Main  Street.  A  $6  million  renovation,  including 
a  birthing  center,  has  just  been  completed.  (Courtesy  Mike  DeLapp) 


The  Comfort  Inn,  a  new  addition  to  Reidsville,  was  completed  during  the  summer  of  1993.  The  motel  is  located 
on  Highway  87  South.  (Courtesy  Mike  DeLapp) 


The  Wright  Tavern  in  Wentworth  prior  to  1969.  It  was  later  restored  by  Rockingham  County  Historical 
Society.  (Courtesy  RCC  Historical  Collection) 


94 


Reidsville  Revisited  A  Pictorial  History  1993 


The  new  Taco  Bell  under  construction  on  Freeway  Drive  is  expected  to  open  in  the  fall  of  1993.  ( Courtesy  Mike 
DeLapp) 
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Site  work  in  1993  for  the  Schlegel  Corporation,  which  plans  to  build  a  $37  million  plant  that  will  manufacture 
rubber  seals  for  automobiles.  (Courtesy  Mike  DeLapp) 


Reidsville  Mayor  Benton  Gooch  addressed  a  crowd  of  approximately  500  at  the  Schlegel  Corporation 
groundbreaking.  North  Carolina  Governor  Jim  Hunt  attended  the  Aug.  19, 1993  ceremony.  (Courtesy  Anthony 
Billings) 
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Established  in  1888,  the  Reidsville  Review  is  the 
oldest  and  largest  newspaper  in  Rockingham  county. 

Started  by  Edward  Gilliam  and  J.  C.  Womack,  the 
Review  merged  with  a  two-page  newspaper,  called 
the  Democrat,  later  on  in  1888.  After  the  merger, 
Robert  James  Oliver  and  Charles  Reuben  Oliver 
assumed  control  of  the  Weekly  Review.  The  Oliver 
brothers  had  been  publishing  the  Democrat  with  a 
printing  press  on  the  third  floor  of  the  family's  other 
business — a  hotel. 

The  Weekly  Review  was  published  once  a  week 

until  the  1920s  when  it  turned  into  a  twice-weekly 

publishing  frequency.  After  graduating  into  a  three- 

times-a-week  publication,  the  Reidsville  Review  went 
daily  in  1934. 

Robert  Oliver  continued  to  publish  the  Review 
after  his  brother  Charles  died  in  1892.  In  1904, 
Robert  Oliver  left  the  Review  to  pursue  other  busi- 
ness interests.  At  that  time,  two  other  Oliver  broth- 
ers assumed  command  of  the  Review — Manton  Marble 
Oliver  and  John  Troy  Oliver. 

After  three  years,  Robert  Oliver  resumed  control 
of  the  Review  and  remained  as  its  publisher  until  his 
death  in  1931.  Since  John  Oliver  had  died  in  1914, 
Manton  Oliver  became  the  publisher  and  held  that 


position  until  1945  when  he  died. 

William  Manton  Oliver,  son  of  Robert,  then  be- 
came publisher  of  the  Reidsville  Review.  He  had  been 
serving  as  the  newspaper's  vice  president.  William 
Oliver  remained  as  the  Reidsville  Review's  president 
and  publisher  until  1971  when  the  newspaper  was 
purchased  by  Southern  Newspapers,  Inc.  William 
Oliver  died  in  1977. 

On  the  purchase  of  the  Reidsville  Review  by  South- 
ern Newspapers,  Inc.,  a  Houston,  Texas-based  news- 
paper corporation,  Charlie  "C.  B.  "James  was  named 
publisher.  James  had  been  working  at  the  Reidsville 
Review  since  1935,  starting  out  as  a  delivery  boy. 

After  fifty  years  with  the  Reidsville  Review,  James 
retired  in  1986,  and  Mike  DeLapp  became  the  sixth 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Reidsville  Review. 

DeLapp  started  at  the  Review  as  a  carrier  in  1960. 
He  worked  in  the  advertising  department  during  the 
1970s  and  was  named  ad  manager  in  1979.  In  1985, 
DeLapp  was  named  publisher  of  the  Madison  Mes- 
senger— another  Southern  Newspapers,  Inc.  prop- 
erty. 

After  James'  retirement,  DeLapp  was  called  back 
to  the  Reidsville  Review  as  the  newspaper's  sixth 
publisher  since  1888. 


